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JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS NEWSLETTER
As Northeast Florida’s children have been preparing for the school year, we here at the JCC
have been preparing for a new season of singing, dancing, and spreading the joy of music
through song! I am proud to be a part of an organization that emphasizes the value of music
in a child’s education, particularly now, as we see the arts falling by the wayside.
In response, the JCC has been working hard to expand our programs and offer more musical
opportunities to our community’s children and music lovers. We have expanded our Early
Learning Music Programs to offer not only occasional preschool music classes, but several
multi-week sessions throughout the year. And back by popular demand, we will continue to offer kids group
keyboard classes in an effort to allow singers to connect with music in new ways. This summer also marked the
debut of our annual River City Choral Music Festival – the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus’ week-long summer
music camp and festival – you will find highlights of the event within this newsletter!
The Chorus is also unveiling new programs for our adult music enthusiasts. Firstly, I’d like to introduce you to
Voices of Jacksonville, the adult professional ensemble of the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus. This group will
bring you the highest level of professional choral performances, so be sure to keep an eye out for them around
town (they may even make an appearance at a JCC show!)
Secondly, for the first time in JCC history, we will be offering SEASON TICKETS for our 2018-2019 Concert
Season! We are so excited to be able to bring this service to you, our parents, donors, and fellow art lovers.
Season tickets are available through October 26, so be on the lookout for details.
And finally, our community is fortunate enough to be the home to numerous organizations, such as the Delores Barr
Weaver Fund, that recognize the importance of music and the arts in the development of our children. In fact, the
Delores Barr Weaver Fund has offered a challenge gift in support of our Young Men’s Chorus program. For every
dollar of new or increased funds given or pledged up to $20,000, the Delores Barr Weaver Fund will match it - We
are grateful for each of you, our neighbors and supporters, and appeal to you to “Double Your Impact” by giving or
increasing your recent gift to The Chorus. With your help, I am confident that we can rise to this challenge!
With gratitude,

Darren Dailey, President and Artistic Director
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New Opportunities Abound

Board of Directors:
Heather Solanka, Chair
Daniel Popky, Treasurer
David DeCamp
Amanda Hegeman
Lisa M. Kemph
Yvonne McClain
Chantelle Quick

A singer’s perspective on the JCC

My experience with the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
has been advantageous and I was very fortunate to have
found the organization. Through the years, the Chorus
has exposed me to so many opportunities to sing,
perform and hone my abilities as a young performer. I
was introduced to different types of performances, I was
given the opportunity to sing at a wedding, at an opera,
in various churches, and stadiums. I get to learn different
styles of music and sing songs in different languages.

Artistic Staff:
Darren Dailey
President & Artistic Director
Penny Sylvester
Conductor for Lyric and Treble Choir
Susanne Dailey
Training Choir Conductor, Primary Choir
and Preschool Music Teacher
Jennifer Meister
Assistant Conductor for Training,
Lyric and Treble Choirs/Accompanist
Dr. Charlie Toomer
Associate Conductor
for Young Men’s Chorus
Sachiko Frampton
Collaborative Pianist
Ashley Novak
Choreographer
Jabrai Simms
Assistant Conductor
for Young Men’s Chorus
Katherine “KT” Boling
Assistant Choreographer
Cat Palfrey
Preschool Music Teacher
Michelle Akser
Preschool Music Teacher

During the time I’ve been here I’ve made friends and we’ve become like family.
The Chorus is a family, it’s a really great environment to sing with people who
are as passionate about music as you are. I’m looking forward to going on
tour to Europe this summer. I think it’s going to be really fun to be able to go
to different countries and do what we love, perform, in front of people and in
places that we might have never gotten the chance to see otherwise.
The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus has been a great thing for me, as a young
performer and as a person.
—Samantha (Sammy) Pacanins, JCC member since 2016

Togetherness

A parent’s perspective on the JCC
Our daughter joined JCC in 2011, and to
be able to describe her experience with
the Chorus for the last 7 years {in words}
would be impossible. JCC has not only given
our daughter confidence, but it has made
her part of the community. She has been
provided with life skills, self-discipline, and
time management.

Administrative Staff:
Michelle Akser
Program Manager
Carolyn Audije
Marketing and Public Relations Director
Katherine “KT” Boling
Business Manager & Development
Officer

As her parents, we are amazed by the
acceptance found in the choral community,
as well as by the different backgrounds and
social groups found within the members.
Despite all of this, every week they gather
together to make music. They learn each other’s strengths and weaknesses,
and learn how to help one another.

Diana Wooten
Program Coordinator
Amy Bouchelle
Social Media Marketing Assistant
Cat Palfrey
Development Associate

JCC has enriched our daughter with amazing pieces of music, outstanding
guest artist experiences, and amazing performances. We are so thankful
that she is a part of this exceptional organization!

Kelly Rubin
Executive Assistant
Nora Newmes
Accounting Assistant

— Will and Sonia Folsom, JCC parents since 2012
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Thank You to our

Sponsors/Donors:
The Cummer Family
FOUNDATION

Summer Song and Dance
River City Choral Music Festival

Delores Barr &
J. Wayne Weaver
Nancy & Gary Chartrand

2018 marked the inaugural year of JCC’s River City Choral Music Festival.
For a week in June, our campers participated in choral rehearsals,
sight-reading workshops, dance/choreography, and even had multiple
performance opportunities throughout Jacksonville. Campers also enjoyed
swimming, field trips, and other fun activities!

Laura L. Pattillo Norquist
Charitable Foundation

As the Choir in Residence, the New Jersey Youth Chorus joined us in
Jacksonville for some Florida sun, meeting new people and places, and
maybe even creating some lifelong friendships through the camp experience.

Robert & Kay
Onstead Foundation

John Myers, III

Gooding-Bell
Endowment

Henry & Lucy Gooding
Endowment
Joan & Preston Haskell

Michael Ward
Antonia & Ronald
Porterfield

Daniel
Popky

Carl S. Swisher
FOUNDATION

Suzanne and Kerry
Varkonda
Linda & William
Bainbridge Rice Family
Foundation
Mark
Scruby
Yvonne &
Walter Gomes
Martin & Brooke
Stein
Leigh Anne &
David Baggs

Monica & Bob Jacoby
Linda & David Stein

Jacksonville Children’s Chorus

5

2018-19 season

All New!

Highlights

2018-19
s
Season Ticket
Available

Saturday, November 3, 2018
7:30pm

10th Anniversary

Cool Side of Yuletide

Lazzara Performance Hall at UNF

World Beat Concert

Saturday, December 15, 2018 • 2:00 & 5:00pm
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church

Guest Artist: Cuarteto Flamenco del Sur

10th Anniversary Martin Luther King Jr.

Saturday, April 27, 2019 • 8:00pm

Saturday, February 23, 2019 • 2:00pm

Jacksonville’s

“Lift Ev’ry Voice & Sing”
Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church
Guest Choir: Tuskegee University Golden Voices

Lazzara Performance Hall at UNF

Dancing with the Stars
in partnership with A Social Affair Dance Studio

Mardi Gras Party Fundraiser
Saturday,March 2, 2019 • 7:00pm
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall

Live entertainment, food, drinks, silent and live auction and much more.
$75 per person. Tickets go on sale in October!

For full calendar of events and ticket information, please visit www.JaxChildrensChorus.org.

www.JaxChildrensChorus.org

904.353.1636
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