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As the school year comes to a close, the JCC is
gearing up to finish the season strong. We have
added new rehearsal sites on the Southside at
Shepherd of the Woods and in the Beaches area at
Palms Presbyterian Church. We are all excited by the
growth of the Young Men’s Chorus and the travel
opportunities that have become available for the
Young Men’s Chorus and our Concert Choir. Both
choirs will be attending the North Carolina Summer
Institute in Choral Arts in June. Our newest ensemble,
Voices of Jacksonville, recently took the spotlight for their premiere concert,
Springtime Serenade, with special appearances by the JCC Training, Lyric, and
Treble Choirs.
The JCC is thrilled for the return of the 2nd Annual River City Choral Festival and
Day Camp for rising 6th through 12th graders. New to the River City Choral
Festival is its first-ever adult track. Similar to the day camp, adults will participate
in workshops and rehearsals with two performances. This year’s guest conductor
will be Tom Shelton of Westminster Choir College.
The last 12 months have been very challenging from a financial standpoint. We
have lost a significant portion of our funding from the State of Florida and the
Division of Cultural Affairs due to budget cuts, and several foundations
restructured their giving.
As we look forward to next season, we request that you consider giving a gift to
The Chorus. If you have given in the past, we thank you and hope you will
contemplate another gift before June 30th. Please know that no gift is too small,
and any gift that is meaningful to you is incredibly important to The
Chorus. THANK YOU for giving all of the children in our care the opportunity to
expand their horizons, share their gifts, and impart beauty and inspiration for all to
hear and experience.
We hope to see you in our audience in the future and that you enjoy this
newsletter.

With gratitude,

Darren Dailey, President and Artistic Director
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Understand. Interpret. Sing.
A singer’s perspective on the JCC
Ever since I was little boy, I always loved to
sing. I had never experienced being a part of
a chorus until my 10th grade year of high
school, which was also the same year that I
auditioned and became a member of JCC’s
Young Men’s Chorus. It all started when a
friend of my father had a daughter in the
Touring Choir, and soon she introduced me
to the JCC. I also have seen numerous
billboard advertisements around
Jacksonville asking, “Do you know a child
who loves to sing?” I was intrigued and
excited to find out more. I was blessed with
the opportunity to audition and was accepted. The first day at rehearsal was
interesting. Although, I had a good understanding of music theory and played
piano for a number of years, the complexity of some of music/Latin pieces, and
how serious the other Young Men’s members were about the music impressed
me. Dr. Toomer made this a great experience for me. I have learned so much
from him and all my chorus friends. When it came time for the YMC to perform, it
wasn’t as scary as I thought. Although, I was used to performing at my piano
recitals, I never sang, and I’m happy to say it worked out wonderfully. Dr. Toomer
has a great way of calming us down when we are on stage, so it [the fear] soon
went away. Another awesome thing I like about JCC’s Young Men’s Chorus is the
uniform we wear when we perform. I honestly couldn’t wait to wear that nicelooking blazer, with the tie and black pants. The look on the audience’s faces as
we sang has changed me and filled my heart with joy.
My participation in JCC has greatly improved my confidence, and
my singing voice. I’ll always remember the ways Dr. Toomer helps us understand,
interpret, and sing music. He makes it connect and make sense. It’s also cool to
see other young men in my age group who are just as passionate about music as
I am. I feel that the JCC and Dr. Toomer’s teaching will forever improve me as a
singer, musician, and performer.
Gregory Brown, JCC Singer

Spreading His Wings
A parent’s perspective on the JCC
Brandi has always described Gregory as a
very quiet and shy child. Being involved with
JCC has definitely improved his confidence,
ability to work as part of a team,
participation in after school activities, and
stage presence. Gregory has come out of
his cocoon and is continuing to spread his
wings. This experience has led him to
participate in his high school AFROTC and
now elected as the Flight Commander of his
unit. He is a leader. He speaks with
assertiveness, passion, confidence, and
strength. His family is proud and excited to
see him experience doing what he loves at such a young age.

“The scholarship has helped me tremendously. It
has made it possible for Gregory to participate in
The Chorus and relieve some of the financial cost. I
am glad JCC offers this program.”
— Brandi Cross, JCC parent

Enhancing Quality of Life
JCC’s Impact on the Jacksonville Community
For many years, I have enjoyed
attending performances of the
Jacksonville Children’s Chorus featuring
one or more of its seven beautiful choirs
performing in many diverse venues. But
more importantly, I have admired the
immense impact which the JCC has
upon the growth, development, and
happiness of thousands of children and,
indeed, the entire Jacksonville
community.

As you will see elsewhere in this newsletter, upcoming featured events include
the Springtime Serenade Concert, Jacksonville’s Dancing with the Stars, and
the River City Choral Festival and Camp. These are in addition to the hundreds of
classes, rehearsals, concerts, camps, field trips, and other programs and
activities reaching children of all ages and talent levels. All of these are the result
of nearly 25 years of dedicated leadership by JCC’s staff, faculty, volunteers,
donors, and others throughout our city.
Recently, I have had the opportunity to witness an example of JCC’s participation
in an important but nascent community effort, the Cathedral District, an initiative
which will bring a larger and more coherent degree of residential, spiritual, health
care, shopping, and entertainment activity to the area surrounding St. John’s
Cathedral and the several churches of other denominations nearby.
The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus occupies a significant portion of the First
United Methodist Church building and a parking lot across East Duval Street.
Rather than leaving the heavy lifting to the churches in the Cathedral District, it has
stepped forward with plans and funding for improvements to the exterior of its
building and to the parking lot. This will be a powerful example to the District’s
churches and others, particularly coming from a non-religious entity.
All of this is to say that our Children’s Chorus is not just an artistic and educational
institution of great impact upon our community, but an entity which can play a
behind-the-scenes role for the betterment of our city. As it approaches its 25th
Anniversary, it is a shining example of a non-profit organization stepping beyond
its core mission to enhance the quality of life of its neighborhood and to help jump
start initiatives such as the Cathedral District.
Preston Haskell, JCC donor

Creating Music and Opportunities
A staff member’s perspective on the JCC
My journey with the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus
actually began more than 20 years ago when I joined
The Chorus as a 6th grader. I remember walking into my
audition with the founding director, Jim Taylor, and being
terrified to sing alone in that big empty room. But even at
that young age, I knew that I was becoming a part of
something special. The JCC provided me a level of
musical instruction that I would not have received in
school, the opportunity to meet a diverse group of
children with a love for music, and even the chance to
sing in Carnegie Hall!

That love of music stuck with me throughout my life, and now here I am back at the
JCC! I was surprised to find myself returning 20 years later, but the stars aligned,
and now I can’t imagine myself anywhere else.
The Chorus has grown so much since I was a
member: sending its choirs throughout the country
and overseas, bringing its own guest artists to
Jacksonville for performances, and even
expanding its programming into preschool classes
and summer camps. It is exciting to see the
organization is doing its part, as an influential
resident of Jacksonville, to elevate the educational
and cultural climate of this city.
While the conductors, locations, and even uniforms
have changed over the years, the heart of The
Chorus stays true — to offer world-class music
education and performances, and to serve any and
all children that wish to sing. I was fortunate enough to be one of those
children, and I now have the privilege of working with this incredible team to bring
the joy of singing to our community’s children today. I am thrilled to be a part of the
JCC family, and I look forward to seeing what more is to come in the next few
years!
— Katherine “KT” Boling,
Business Manager, Development Officer, & Choreographer
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