JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS NEWSLETTER
The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus is thrilled to be one of few choruses throughout the nation
to be operating with in-person (masks worn at all times, of course!) and virtual rehearsal
formats for the 2021 season. This was certainly no small feat, and I have been deeply
touched by the outpouring of generosity we have received from our supporters, who
helped make this possible. Countless hours of ongoing research have been put into making
sure we invest in top-of-the-line safety measures, which include the purchase of NASAbacked HEPA air filters for rehearsal sites as well as the installation of sunshades so singers
may rehearse comfortably outdoors.
In the true spirit of 2020, many other changes have taken place since the spring edition of our Bravo! In June, we
moved from our Downtown location due to a failing HVAC system over to offices in the Florida Ballet on Atlantic
Boulevard. This has turned out to be extremely beneficial, as we have access to their large rehearsal spaces for
adequate physical distancing as well as the ability to change rooms every thirty minutes.
While performances certainly look a little different this year, I believe we have a truly exciting season ahead with
creative solutions to allow shows to be viewed safely without sacrificing enjoyment. After the premier of our first
ever virtual choir became multiple virtual performances over the past several months, we have now found a
unique way to get audience members out of the house. This December, we’d love to have you join us for a drivein movie theatre special of our annual Cool Side of Yuletide Concert, produced in partnership with Sun-Ray Cinema!
Located at the Jacksonville Fairgrounds, attendees will be able to relax and enjoy the show from the comfort of
their vehicles and take part in some fun activities throughout the program as well.
While there have been many challenges faced by all of us brought on by this pandemic, we are dedicated to
continuing to provide a safe and fun musical education that enriches the lives of not only our singers, BUT ALSO
the Jacksonville community. Again, I must express my sincerest gratitude to those who have helped champion for
the arts during these tough times. As we continue on in our season, please consider giving a gift to The Children’s
Chorus so that we may offer the best experiences possible under these circumstances.
Stay safe and healthy,

Darren Dailey, President and Artistic Director
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UNITING YOUNG SINGERS
DURING TOUGH TIMES
A singer’s perspective on the JCC
For 8 years, the Jacksonville Children’s
Chorus has been a huge part of my
life. I have made so many lifelong
friends and it all started in the first
grade when I went to the audition. I
wasn’t nervous at all, and I sang my
favorite song at the time “You’ve Got A
Friend In Me”. A few weeks later, I was
in JCC making new friends and singing
and preparing for our first concert.
JCC helped me come out of my
comfort zone of being this shy girl
to being the first to talk to anyone
who walks in the room. I am now
a freshman and in the Touring
Choir and I love it. It feels great to
work with the older members, singing
more complex music and doing
amazing choreography.
As much as I loved being around others and singing beautiful music,
all of this came to a halt when the coronavirus came to be. We had to
stop meeting in-person and it was very difficult to stay happy during
quarantine. Thankfully, the Chorus found a way for us to continue to
rehearse together by doing Zoom calls. It was definitely not what we
thought rehearsing would look like, but it was something special to see all
of my friends together and still enjoying the music, even though we were
miles away.
I’m so grateful that we can continue to bring people music, even during a
global pandemic. Music is something that unites people and being a part
of that is something I would not trade.
Zianna C.
Touring Choir

Sarah Hartley

Program Assistant

Dorothy Leitch

Program Manager

Jordan Wetherell

Development Associate

Zianna during the Hamilton videoshoot.
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BECOMING A PART OF
THE JCC FAMILY
From JCC parent to JCC staff member

One day I was driving in the car with my two
daughters and saw a JCC billboard. “Do you know
a child who loves to sing?” I sure do. My daughter
Sarah has always loved to sing so we signed up for
an audition. She placed in the Treble Choir with an
amazing conductor, Carolyn Tuttle. It was a magical
experience for her. Eventually, she progressed to
become a part of the Touring Choir which opened
a world of opportunity for her. It was apparent the
JCC offered a special and unique experience for the
children of Jacksonville.

THANK YOU TO OUR

SPONSORS & DONORS:

During this time, I too became a part of the JCC
family. I volunteered for many events, met some
amazing people, and went on a summer tour
around the Baltic Sea. It was on this trip that I knew I wanted to work professionally for
the JCC. My friend Deb and I were discussing our lives and careers. As we were talking,
she suggested that I should work for the JCC. It put the idea in my head that stayed there
until I was hired as the Program Manager in January 2020.
So, as I was just getting oriented to working as Program Manager, the COVID-19 pandemic
altered so much in my personal life and with the JCC. On March 13, I was riding home
from the ACDA Southern region convention with the Touring Choir when the severity of
the virus started to set in. All the kids were getting messages about their schools being
canceled. By the time we got back to Jacksonville, every school in Jacksonville was put on
hold and our everyday ability to gather in person was over.
This created quite a challenge but the JCC adapted quickly through online learning and
rehearsals. The past months have been lots of hard work yet extremely rewarding. The
JCC is leading the way through this new virus-centered time in both keeping our singers
healthy and creating unique performance experiences. Working with a team of people
who are smart, creative, and selfless has been exhilarating. Every challenge has been
met with positive teamwork which has produced innovative solutions and opportunities.
Being able to be the focus of a PBS television show and creating a drive-in movie for our
performances has been very exciting. It is also nice to be able to give our singers a place
where they can be a part of something special in these crazy COVID times. It warms my
heart to hear all the singing coming from the different rooms during rehearsal. I have
also loved the unique ways we have recorded music so we can share it with others even
though it is not possible right now to have a live concert.

Henry & Lucy
Gooding
Endowment

Sharon & John C.
Myers, III

Suzanne and Kerry John E. Anderson
Varkonda
Laura L. Pattillo Norquist
Charitable Foundation
Patty & John
Otterson

I feel so blessed to be the Program Manager for the JCC. It blends my skills and interests
into a perfect job for me. The other staff at JCC have been an inspiration and joy to work
with every day. I look forward to being a part of bringing the JCC through the pandemic
and being able to sing to the world in the years to come.

Donna and Jim Bailey

JoAnn Tredennick
& Jack Meeks

Amanda & John
Hegeman
Antonia & Ronald
Porterfield

— Dorothy Leitch
Program Manager

Delores & J. Wayne
Weaver

Stephanie & Tim Cost

Kathy & Tom
VanOsdol

Carole Crocker
Tianna & William

HATCHET

Crystal & Michael David A. Stein
Freed
Charitable Trust
Vivian Moreland

Terry Fowler

Gooding-Bell Endowment
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LIKE WATCHING A BUD BECOME
AN OPEN FLOWER
Music enriches our lives in so many ways. We are privileged our children have the
opportunity to be part of the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus. The JCC is a perfect
example of what can be accomplished in a young life through structure, discipline
and dedication.
When COVID-19 hit it was numbing as our lives drastically changed. The shutdowns,
being inside so much and away from friends was hard to handle. The amazing effort
by the JCC staff to enable continued training and performing via ZOOM helped Zara
to have a positive attitude as this provided her the opportunity to continue in music
knowledge and to see friends. Her love of singing and music in general has been
expanded through JCC, to the point she has decided to learn to play piano.
As a grandparent I have observed Zara’s growth in performing, as a student and in
becoming a young woman, the experience has been like watching a bud become an
open flower. We are saddened this is her last year with the chorus.
As always we look forward to all upcoming performances this season, recorded
or hopefully in-person. Our city is truly blessed to have staff who have made the
Jacksonville Children’s Chorus so amazing for so many years. We wish the JCC
continued success in transforming children’s lives through music for years to come.

Linda Scott,
grandmother of Zara

PROVIDING UNIQUE CULTURAL EXPERIENCES TO OUR COMMUNITY
The Chorus is in full swing of another busy season this year! Our
commitment to delivering artistically excellent experiences while still
prioritizing the health and safety of the community has been at the forefront
of our decision making, and we are excited to share some of what we have
in store for everyone. You may be familiar with some our virtual choir
performances from earlier this year of “Sing” and “Heal the World”. For
the fall, we are taking things a step further with the production of the JCC’s
first ever choreographed music video, which will feature a medley from
Broadway’s Hamilton. Singers are depicted in historically accurate costumes,
and was filmed at the historic Thomas V. Porter House in Downtown
Jacksonville. Be on the lookout for the release of JCC’s Hamilton music video
in the coming months!
Next, the JCC will be feeling the holiday spirit in preparation for our annual
Cool Side of Yuletide Concert. The twist? This year’s concert will be a drive-in
movie at the Jacksonville Fairgrounds in partnership with Sun-Ray Cinema. Gates will open two hours before show for guests
to enjoy the lights and winter decorations fit for a family photo-op, beverages, food trucks, prizes, and more. The fairgrounds
offer plenty of space to physically distance, while still bringing the community together to have fun participating in sing-alongs
of holiday favorites and to watch JCC’s singers perform on the big screen. We can’t wait to see you there!
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THE JCC’S IMPACT ON THE
JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY
A Donor’s Perspective

It has been my joy to support the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus since 2012.
When I met Darren Dailey, I was immediately impressed with his passion,
energy, and commitment to bringing music education to children. At
the time, there were 421 children in the Chorus and Darren was very
focused on growing the Chorus across the region. With a sound plan
and donor support, he has succeeded, with over 600 children from 15
counties reached last year alone.
The JCC has a number of chorale groups, depending on the age and
ability of the participants, including the Primary Choir for Kindergarten
through Second Graders, Tremble Choir for boys and girls in grades 4 - 12,
and the Touring Choir for advanced singers in grades 6 -12. Besides learning how to sing and
perform in public, the singers also learn to read music, which is very unusual for these types of
organizations.
These choirs perform individually and together in a variety of settings in the greater Jacksonville
area, for the benefit and enjoyment of the community. Older participants are also able to
take chorale trips around the world, which have included performing in front of the Pope at
the Vatican and alongside Ireland’s National Children’s Choir in Dublin, Ireland. Darren brings
successful performers, such as Kristin Chenoweth and Audra McDonald, to Jacksonville to
perform along with the children for the community, which gives the singers an opportunity to
interact and learn from them.
Perhaps most importantly, Darren and his team are focused on imparting life skills to the
children. Darren emphasizes important skills such as timeliness, preparation, teamwork, how to
greet donors with a handshake and eye contact, writing thank you notes, etc. Sharon and I have
been so impressed with the poise and confidence of every member we have met.
The JCC offers a scholarship program so every child who wants to participate can, regardless of
the family’s ability to afford tuition. Currently, 37% of participants are either on partial or full
scholarship, allowing all children who want to sing to do so. This is important to me because
it allows children across the region from all backgrounds and situations to belong and develop
these important skills and increases the diversity of the Chorus, so it accurately reflects the
greater Jacksonville community and the world these children will encounter once they begin
college and full time careers.
Obviously, I am very passionate about the mission of the JCC, which extends far beyond
delivering beautiful performances. Thank you for considering a gift to this most worthy
organization for the benefit of these beautiful children.
Sincerely,
Jack and Sharon Myers
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DECEMBER 19, 2020

FEBRUARY 27, 2021
JAMES WELDON
JOHNSON PARK,
2:00PM

UPCOMING EVENT

Join us for our
Annual celebration of
the life of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

MARCH 13, 2021
JACKSONVILLE FAIRGROUNDS, 7:30PM

This year, with the assistance of Sun-Ray
Cinema, The Cool Side of Yuletide will
be drive-in style to allow for physical
distancing and help keep the community
safe. Come out and enjoy Holiday
favorites with the JCC! Tickets will be
sold $50 per car on sunraycinema.com.

UNF LAZZARA PERFORMANCE HALL, 7:30PM

Partenering with All About Ballroom Dance
Studio, local community leaders compete for
the mirror-ball trophy and raise funds for JCC
scholarships and programming.

FOR FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND TICKET INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG.

JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS
10131 ATLANTIC BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

904.353.1636

WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG
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