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As the families of Jacksonville are settling in to their routine for the school year, we here 
at the JCC have been gearing up for another unique concert season. While I’m sure 
everyone wishes the circumstances were different, we are looking forward to more 
unique and innovative programming opportunities, including virtual performances and 
a drive-in movie version of our annual Cool Side of Yuletide Concert. Although things 

may not look quite like we’re used to, our singers are enjoying getting back into the 
swing of rehearsals and seeing their friends and instructors each week.

This year marks my 15th anniversary with the JCC, and in those 15 years, I have learned many lessons about 
music, education, and leadership. Perhaps one of the most important lessons I have learned is that when given 
the opportunity to help, true community will always rise to the occasion.

Despite the difficulties of the past two years, Jacksonville has proven once again that it will support it’s children, 
and it’s arts and culture industry, through thick and thin. Our singers and their families were adaptable, 
understanding, and resilient in the face of changing circumstances. Our staff worked tirelessly to continue 
with rehearsals and performances that were safe and still engaging. Our generous donors understood the 
importance of music education for Jacksonville’s children, and they made sure that our scholarship fund was 
able to accommodate all eligible singers.

When I reflect on the past 15 years, I know that, without a doubt, I am a part of the most dedicated and 
generous community. Leading the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus has been one of the greatest gifts of my life, 
and it could not have been possible without you.

You have my deepest appreciation for your support. Thank you.

With gratitude,

Darren Dailey
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A VOICE TO BE HEARD
A Singer’s Perspective On The JCC

It’s hard to believe that three years have 
passed since I joined the Jacksonville 
Children’s Chorus in 2018. Sometimes it 
feels like I’ve been a member for a day; 
sometimes it feels like a lifetime. I was 
shocked when I first got accepted in, as 
I saw nothing special about my voice. 
But, with lots of work and wonderful 
instructors, I was able to hone a skill I 
didn’t know I had. Suddenly, I wasn’t just 
another kid. I was a singer.

Meredith, Treble Choir 2018

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Kim Rowland, Chair
David DeCamp, Vice Chair
Pamela F. Smith, Treasurer 
Susana Cruz
Yvonne McClain Gomes
Amanda Hegeman
Beth Shelly
Heather Solanka
Cynthia Celmer Tomassetti

ADVISORY BOARD: 
Richard Hadden, Chair
Jackie Cornelius
Dane Gray 
Marsha Oliver
Craig Smith
Amanda Warford Videll

    
Going on tour last year was probably the experience that made me 
realize most that this is a part of who I am. Each day, we went to 
different places, performing for groups of people who came just to see 
us. We were children, yes, but also young professionals, hard workers, 
the Touring Choir. On the bus, I looked at all the faces of singers I had 
admired since being in Treble [Choir], and it dawned on me that we were 
equals. Understanding that was rewarding. So rewarding. I was a part of 
something wonderful — I still am, and I plan to be for years to come.
    

The COVID-19 pandemic had a great impact on 
my mental health, and I struggled more than 

I ever had before. JCC was one of the only 
constants, something that I still got to do. I may not 
have had school, my friends, or my extended family, but I had my voice. It was so 
helpful, because I could look back and see how much I progressed. Confidence 
has always been something I’ve struggled with, and developing my singing ability 
helps me to feel accomplished. There’s something therapeutic about hearing all 

the voices harmonizing, and knowing yours is one of them. Being a member of this 
organization has been a defining experience for me, and I look forward to making 

more memories in my future years. Words cannot express how thankful I am to JCC 
staff as well as my fellow singers.

Meredith A.
Touring Choir Singer
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ARTISTIC STAFF:
Darren Dailey 
President & Artistic Director

Melissa Barnes 
Conductor for Treble Choir

Katherine “KT” Boling 
Choreographer 

Millicent “Penny” Sylvester
Vocal Exploration Instructor & 
Training Choir Conductor

Susanne Dailey 
Primary & Training Choir 
Conductor

Virginia Barnett Dickert 
Training & Treble Choir 
Conductor 

Sachiko Frampton 
Collaborative Pianist

Hannah Gibson 
Primary Choir Conductor

Shelli Long 
Accompanist

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF:
Katherine “KT” Boling 
Business Manager & 
Development Officer

Jordan Goronal 
Recruitment & Marketing 
Coordinator 

Joyanne Goronal 
Accounting & Executive 
Assistant

Dorothy Leitch 
Program Manager

Ally Schneider 
Development Associate

Rebecca Ruescher 
Program Assistant

Since 2015, I have had the pleasure and privilege of working 
on the Artistic Staff of the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus 

in a variety of roles. I’ve served as a Vocal Exploration 
Instructor, Lyric Chorus Director, Assistant Concert 
and Touring Chorus Director, and as the Opera Chorus 
Director when the JCC collaborated with the Jacksonville 

Symphony for a production of Hansel and Gretel.

I’ve had a deep passion for music since I was a child, and 
wanted other children to experience the joy that music brought me. I 

studied music education at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and have 
had the opportunity to work with a number of professional and amateur music 
organizations. As an elementary music teacher, I regularly recommended 
participating in the JCC to any student who truly loves to sing.

Throughout all my experiences 
teaching music in different settings, 
working at the JCC has been one 
of the most fulfilling. Jacksonville 
has a treasure in the JCC—there 
are few community children’s 
choruses in the country that set 
such high artistic standards for both 
staff and students. Under Darren 
Dailey’s leadership, I’ve witnessed 
transformations in our singers as 
they embrace the lessons they learn at the JCC.

I feel fortunate to have been able to make teaching music my career. My students 
are smart, joyful, and immensely talented, and as much as they have learned from 
me over the past years, I have learned even more from them.

Millicent “Penny” Sylvester
Vocal Exploration Instructor & Training Choir Conductor

JACKSONVILLE’S HIDDEN TREASURE
A Staff Member’s Perspective On The JCC

Our very own Darren Dailey is celebrating 15 years 
at the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus! Through Dailey’s 
leadership, the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus programs have expanded, 
serving thousands of children across Northeast Florida and reaching 
families internationally with virtual outreach programs.

DID YOU KNOW?
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DEVELOPING LIFE-LONG SKILLS
Participating in JCC totally changed our family, especially Sophia. It all 
began with an ad that said “Do you know a child who loves to sing?” As 
parents, we know nothing about chorus, but since Sophia has been a part 
of JCC, we feel very proud. She started from Training Choir five years ago, 
and progressed all the way to the Touring Choir last year. Sophia learned 
so many things that she couldn’t get from home or school. JCC doesn’t only 
provide music skills, they have helped her grow faster in many aspects 
compared to other children, and we are very happy and thankful for that.

A Parent’s Perspective On The JCC

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

Towe Family 
Foundation

Delores & J. Wayne
Weaver

Laura L. Pattillo Norquist
Charitable Foundation

John E. Anderson JoAnn Tredennick
& Jack Meeks

Antonia & Ronald
Porterfield

Henry and Lucy 
Gooding Endowment

David A. Stein
Charitable Trust

Monica and Bob 
Jacoby

J. Henson 
Markham

Vivian MorelandAmanda & John 
Hegeman

Crystal & Michael 
Freed

Sharon & John C. 
Myers, III

Donna & Jim Bailey

Carole Crocker Heather Solanka
Kathy & Tom 

Van Osdol

Tionna & William 

Hatchett

COVID has changed people, but has also built people. We all knew that a lot of places closed due to COVID, but 
JCC had the top level of protection for all the members (e.g. masks on all the time, air filters, change rooms every 
half hour, etc.). JCC’s policies and practices made us feel confident. Also, it taught her and demonstrated to her the 
correct way to respect and follow science and discipline. These skills will benefit her for the rest of her life. 
 
This summer, Sophia left the house for the first time [since the pandemic] to tour with the 
JCC, and she learned a lot, not only the music. We can see her changes, growth, and the 
happiness that comes from the music. JCC helped her changed from a shy little girl to a 
brave girl who can speak and perform in front of lots of people. Although she is only 11 
years old, she has learned that pressure and responsibility can make her strong instead 
of scared; that’s something we can’t teach her by just encouraging and talking. Now that 
she is in a higher-level choir, she has learned how to work and coordinate with people 
as a team, and to respect and take responsibility for the team. That has helped her to 
understand a lot about relationships and differences between all kinds of people and to 
respect and love the diversity of life.
 
Sophia sings every day, when walking, playing piano, watching TV, doing crafts, organizing things, she always sings. 
We believe singing will be an important part of her life forever, and that’s one of the best gifts we can provide to her 
through the JCC.

Theresa Zhang, 
Mother of Sophia
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I’m writing to you today regarding the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus and 
the fantastic work they do for children in the city of Jacksonville.

I have greatly enjoyed supporting the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus 
over the past few years. It’s rare to encounter an organization that is so 
deeply committed to their mission and the people they serve. Darren 
Dailey is a tireless advocate for his singers, and has spent 15 years 
transforming the JCC into a pillar of outstanding musical performance in 
and beyond Northeast Florida. 

In the past few years, I had the pleasure of participating in the 
River City Dancing with the Stars event, both as a dancer and 
a judge. I love to support organizations that serve children in 
Jacksonville, and I have been careful to foster an environment 
of philanthropy and service at my company, so when Darren 
asked me to participate, I knew I had to say yes. I took weeks 
of ballroom dance lessons and performed the final piece with 
my dance partner on stage at the event. While we didn’t win 
the mirror ball trophy, participating was a great experience 
and absolutely worth it because I knew everyone’s efforts were 
going to widen the impact of the JCC. It was inspiring to see so 
many community members coming together to support such 
an important cause. 

Organizations like the JCC are rare-- the musical education children 
receive from Darren and his staff is wholly unique and always on the cutting edge. The singers 
are not taught just to repeat melodies and lyrics. From the youngest ages, they are introduced to 
music theory and sight reading, and by the time they advance to the highest-level choirs, their skills 
rival those of professional musicians. Jacksonville is one of the best places in the country to be a 
budding singer, and there are few cities that can make that claim.

The singers at the JCC are taught valuable life skills that go beyond the rehearsal room. Darren 
and his staff instill discipline, teamwork, and leadership skills throughout each concert season. 
Children who may have never traveled outside of the state go on international tours and perform 
in prestigious venues-- in 2018, the Touring Choir sang at a Papal Mass at the Vatican! The JCC’s 
singers are the future leaders of our community, and I believe that the experiences they have with 
the JCC transform their lives, presently and for the rest of their lives. 

It’s clear that the JCC makes an impact throughout the entire region. Their singers are given the 
opportunity to receive a unique and rigorous music education, and in turn, they provide the city 
of Jacksonville with a thriving arts community. It is a privilege to support an organization that 
recognizes the unique value of Jacksonville and its people.

Sincerely,

Paul Bertozzi
President & CEO of Live Oak Contracting

AN OUTSTANDING PILLAR OF MUSICAL EXCELLENCE
A Donor’s Perspective On The JCC
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FOR FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND TICKET INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2021

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2021

JACKSONVILLE FAIRGROUNDS | 7:30PM
The Cool Side of Yuletide is back with a special 
twist! Come out and enjoy various Holiday favorites 
and sing-alongs performed by the Jacksonville 
Children’s Chorus, Voices of Jacksonville, and special 
guest performer, Dr. Jennifer Pascual — Organist 
and Conductor from the St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
New York City.

RIVERSIDE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH | 
7:00PM
The Jacksonville Children’s 
Chorus invites the 
community to join together 
and remember the lives 
affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

DEERMEADOWS 
BAPTIST CHURCH | 
4:30PM
The JCC’s one-day 
event to honor local 
students who have been 
recognized by their 

music educators for their singing ability, musical aptitude and 
strong work ethic.

JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS
10131 ATLANTIC BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

904.353.1636
WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG


