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JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS NEWSLETTER
Welcome to 2022! As we enter this new year, I am looking forward to encountering the
growth, awakening, and excitement that accompanies springtime. As I look back on the fall
semester, I am proud of our singers’ hard work—without them, the JCC could not continue
to provide our community with the rich cultural experience of choral art.
Our Annual Cool Side of Yuletide Concert allowed us to gather in the warmth and
fellowship of the holiday season. Many of our choirs—Training, Treble, Concert, and
Touring—were finally able to perform the songs they worked on for months. Some
attendees may have gotten a chance to meet a special visitor from the North Pole, too!
Earlier in the fall, our Touring Choir and Voices of Jacksonville ensembles collaborated with the Jacksonville
University Music Department to produce a COVID-19 Memorial Concert. Of all the productions I have directed, this
was one of the most beautiful and impactful. The concert provided an opportunity for our community to come
together—we comforted the grieving, honored our lost loved ones, and inspired hope for the future.
The JCC is gearing up for a spring full of concerts, tributes, and competitions. Perhaps the most exciting is the River
City Dancing with the Stars! This event is traditionally the JCC’s largest fundraiser of the season. Local celebrities are
nominated to be our “Stars”, train to learn a ballroom dance routine, and compete to win the coveted Mirrorball
Trophy. This event brings together former Stars, JCC parents and friends, community leaders, and anyone who
loves to watch people twirl, sway, bop, and dance to fantastic music! We hope that you will be able to join us for this
thrilling production on April 30, 2022. [To view the 2022 star contestant roster, see page 2.]
Events like the River City Dancing with the Stars are important because they allow the JCC to reach out beyond our
existing community. We are able to bring more people into the fold of the JCC family and show them the incredible
impact that our choral education has on children across Florida.
As our numbers grow and our impact widens, I am proud to say that we have continued our policy of never turning
a child away because of their family’s inability to pay. This effort is, in large part, thanks you and your support of the
JCC. Our donors, volunteers, and entire JCC family never fail to build up this organization to its fullest potential.
I am continually and deeply grateful for your support, whether through donations, time, effort, or encouragement.
With gratitude,

Darren Dailey
President & Artistic Director

JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS

1

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Kim Rowland, Chair
David DeCamp, Vice Chair
Beth Shelly, Secretary
Pamela F. Smith, Treasurer
Susana Cruz
Yvonne McClain Gomes
Amanda Hegeman
Heather Solanka
Cynthia Celmer Tomassetti

CREATING UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES
A Parent’s Perspective On The JCC
Our overall experience has been filled
with wonder, joy and anticipation
for a beautiful future with music. We
have enjoyed watching Gwen have fun
singing and deepening her level of skill
and commitment as she moved from
Training Choir up to where she is now.
She has had tremendous growth in
skills, confidence and drive to compete
for a spot in the Concert Choir. She has
made many friends along the way.

ADVISORY BOARD:
Richard Hadden, Chair
Jackie Cornelius
Dane Gray
Marsha Oliver
Craig Smith
Amanda Warford Videll

One of our favorite memories is the
first time Gwen sang a song called “Show
Me How” with the Training Choir. It was absolutely gorgeous and I held my
breath until the end! I did the same recently when Gwen and the rest of the Concert and Touring Choir sang at
the COVID-19 Memorial. It was so moving and crisp. I could hardly breathe then too! We are in such awe of JCC
as a program and how much Gwen has grown as a performer. We always look forward to the MLK concert every
year. The music is brilliantly executed and everyone has a great experience!
During the COVID shut down, it was super hard for Gwen because she is such a social butterfly. She also broke
her leg the weekend before all the schools closed. She could not have visitors and had a tough time recovering.
Participating in JCC rehearsals and recording kept her connected to music and her friends. That kept her mood
lively and distracted her from any pain she felt physically or otherwise.
We are looking forward to Gwen having more wonderful experiences with JCC. We are excited to see how her
future unfolds with having the knowledge and skills JCC has provided for her. As parents, we have so enjoyed
watching Gwen mature into being a choral performer with JCC. We are proud of her and JCC as a whole!

Victor and Pam Raspberry,
Parents of Gwen

The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus is pleased to announce the 2022 River City Dancing With The Stars
performance and the 2022 contestant roster! The event is to be held Saturday, April 30, 2022 at 6:30pm in the
Lazzara Performance Hall at the University of North Florida.
Christine Bell
Chief Operations Counsel, Acosta
Kareen Dorsett
Vice President & Chief Financial
Officer, Florida Blue Medicare
Whitney Meyer
Senior Vice President & Chief
Community Impact Officer,
Jacksonville Jaguars
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Donna Murphy
On-Air Personality, 1010XL
Jacksonville Sports Radio
James Phelan
Owner, J. William Culinary
Darin C. Roark,
BSN, MBA, RN FACHE
Hospital President, Baptist
Medical Center Clay

Nemiah Rutledge
CEO, Body Paradox
Lynn Salvatore
Associate Attorney,
Zisser Family Law
June Scarlett
Vice President of Office of Access
Strategies, Northwell Health

STRENGTHENING YOUR VOICE
A Singer’s Perspective On The JCC
From training choir all they way up to
now, has always been a challenge. I had
fun along the way, but there were also a
lot of new concepts I did want to learn
but at the same time I didn’t always feel
like learning them. I’ve always been the
“quick learner” in my family and I never
liked how it took time to learn something
new, and I’d get frustrated when I
couldn’t learn it on the first try. But I
stuck with it and I am proud to be where
I am. I made so many friends in the JCC
over the years. Every new year there were
new people I got to meet. JCC has taken my love for music to way higher
heights. It made me want to learn more about what I could do with my voice.
My favorite memories with the JCC are the [Lift Ev’ry Voice
& Sing] MLK tribute concert every year. I love hearing
other choirs sing songs. I love the way it is set up. I love
the songs my choir sings and I love how we sing “Lift
Every Voice and Sing” as the opening song. I’m also
looking forward to going on tour. I’m looking forward to
the new generation of young singers I get to meet and
I’m looking forward to seeing where this choir takes me.

JCC has even helped me during COVID. It has given me something to do
when I had to be at home instead of just sitting around and being bored.
It has kept me connected with the friends I made. It helped me especially
when I broke my leg and couldn’t go anywhere for the most part. This
experience at JCC has been really fun and educational. If I could, I would do it
all over again.

Gwendolyn R.

Concert Choir Singer

ARTISTIC STAFF:
Darren Dailey
President & Artistic Director
June Ambush
Virtual Preschool Instructor
Melissa Barnes
Conductor for Treble Choir
Katherine “KT” Boling
Choreographer
Susanne Dailey
Primary & Training Choir
Conductor
Marissa Dickerson
Virtual Preschool Instructor
Virginia Barnett Dickert
Training & Treble Choir
Conductor
Sachiko Frampton
Collaborative Pianist
Hannah Gibson
Primary Choir Conductor
Jennifer Meister
First Steps In Music Instructor,
Vocal Exploration Instructor &
Training Choir Conductor

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF:
Katherine “KT” Boling
Business Manager &
Development Officer
Jordan Goronal
Recruitment & Marketing
Coordinator
Joyanne Goronal
Accounting &
Executive Assistant
Dorothy Leitch
Program Manager
Ally Schneider
Development Associate
Rebecca Ruescher
Program Associate
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THE IMPACT OF MUSIC EDUCATION
A Staff Member’s Perspective On The JCC

When we moved to Jacksonville 16 years ago, I had no idea what an impact the Jacksonville Children’s
Chorus would have on my life. With my husband serving as President and Artistic Director, me as a
Training Choir director, and our two daughters singing in the chorus, the JCC very quickly became
our second family!
I have been an elementary school music teacher for 33 years. Directing the training choir at JCC
has been a perfect fit with my desire to give young children a strong musical foundation. Every
week we come together to create beauty, learn musicianship, and build friendships. Training Choir
children are small but mighty! They inspire me with their eagerness to learn and sheer joy for life. I
have bonds with many former students who are now adults. It fills my heart with pride when I see alumni
who have grown up and lead exceptional lives. I know the foundation, friendships and skills they acquired with The Chorus
have given them the tools for success!
Both of our daughters sang in The Chorus for 10 years. The transformation that
occurred in those years was remarkable. They formed lifelong friendships, had the
privilege to travel domestically and internationally, and gained a sense of self. They
learned teamwork, perseverance, and discipline; and they still love to sing! While our
girls did not choose music as a career, their formation and experiences in The Chorus
contributed to their accomplishments as adults.
There’s no way I could talk about The Chorus and not express how truly proud I am
of my husband Darren Dailey. He is the most amazing husband and father,and works
tirelessly to ensure that the JCC maintains the highest standards of excellence.. Every
ounce of his heart and soul goes into creating a world class organization whose standards and quality are superior. The Chorus
is his vehicle for providing children with the gifts of love, acceptance, diversity, creativity, preparation and community; all while
infusing their souls with a wonder and passion for music.
The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus truly changes lives. It changed mine for the better and I am proud and grateful to be a
member of this phenomenal organization. I look forward to many more years of growth, joy and adventures ahead.

Susanne Dailey

Primary & Training Choir Conductor

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

Laura L. Pattillo Norquist
Charitable Foundation
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Carole Crocker

Tionna & William

Hatchett

David A. Stein
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Heather Solanka
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THE GIFT OF LIFE-CHANGING OPPORTUNITIES
A Donor’s Perspective On The JCC

My wife and I are grateful for the opportunity to support JCC financially and
personally. We have enjoyed attending many wonderful performances.
Seeing the various choirs perform along with fantastic guest artists
and musicians is inspiring, and fun! We appreciate the dedication the
teachers have for the students, and we appreciate the hard work and
self-discipline of the dedicated singers.
Both of us were blessed to be able to participate in activities such as team
sports and the arts in our youth. Those experiences have had a life-long
positive impact for each of us. We know the benefit of teamwork, striving to
do one’s best as part of a group, and we know how much performing in public
does to build confidence and self-assurance for a young person.
The youth who participate in JCC have opportunities to gain life-changing experiences they could
not get elsewhere. This type of opportunity should be available to as many young people as
possible, regardless of their family’s financial circumstances. This is why it is important to provide
unrestricted funds to JCC that can be used for scholarships or other critical needs. We are pleased
to be part of the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus family!
Sincerely,

Jack Meeks

Community Visionary & Small Business Owner

Leave A
Legacy
A GIFT OF MUSIC FOR GENERATIONS TO COME
Do you have a will? If not, the state will determine how your estate is distributed. In
your will you can arrange to have assets you need today gifted to your favorite charity
tomorrow such as real estate, vehicles, life insurance contributions, and much more.
A bequest to the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus is a commitment to the musical
education of Northeast Florida’s children for generations to come.
For more information, contact President & Artistic
Director, Darren Dailey at 904.353.1636 ext. 111 or
ddailey@jaxchildrenschorus.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022

JUNE 6 - 10, 2022

UNF LAZZARA
PERFORMANCE HALL |
6:30PM
Partenering with All About
Ballroom Dance Studio, local
celebrities are partnered
with professional ballroom
instructors to learn to dance,
compete to be named River
City’s favorite dancer.

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022
RIVERSIDE PARK
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
Join us for our Springtime
Serenade concert
featuring JCC’s adult
professional ensemble,
Voices of Jacksonville and special performances by the
performing choirs of the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus.

HENDRICKS AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus is excited to
announce the 3rd annual choral festival and
summer day camp, River City Choral Festival. Enjoy
a fun-filled week of music, choral singing, and dance
workshops! On the final day, all singers will perform
in a concert showcasing what they have learned
and experienced at the River City Choral Festival.

FOR FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND TICKET INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG.

WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG

904.353.1636

JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS
10131 ATLANTIC BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

