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JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS NEWSLETTER
Fall is near and with that, the JCC is preparing for another new season! And this year, we are excited to
welcome more people into the JCC family and demonstrate the incredible impact our choral education is
having on children across Florida.
As our community continues to navigate this “new normal” and what it means for our everyday lives,
we are continuing to discover what it means for The Chorus and our singers. As expected, the past
two years have seen cutbacks in concerts and gatherings. However, we are thrilled to say that many
of these events are making a comeback! Looking forward to the 2022-2023 season, we have a variety of
events and performances that we are eager to share. I won’t spoil everything but to highlight a few…
October 6th, get ready to throw down with us at bestbet. Join us for an exciting night of poker and giveaways to benefit the
Jacksonville Children’s Chorus! Every ticket includes drinks, hors d’oeuvres, and a swag bag. You can bet on having a great time!
October 22nd we will be hosting our 20th Annual Honors Choir Concert. This concert is one of our many successful outreach
programs that we offer to the community. These programs give us the opportunity to expand our mission beyond our core
programming and reach the larger community. Both teachers and students from throughout Northeast Florida are welcomed
to spend a day interacting with and learning from renowned choral clinicians, ending the day with a public community concert.
Last year, we welcomed nearly 200 audience members, and we hope to see an even larger turnout this year.
Possibly the most exciting thing to come in the near future: a brand new space for the JCC! Located in the heart of the city,
this new location will bring us more presence within the community. We will have an entire 6,000 square feet right along Main
Street. We are so thankful to VyStar and for this space, customized and perfectly suited for the needs of our singers and their
families. This new venture would not be possible without the tremendous support of VyStar and our generous donors.
As our numbers continue to rise and our impact in the community continues to grow, I am proud to say that we have
continued our policy of never turning a child away because of their family’s inability to pay. Over the past 10 years, we have
been able to provide over 1,000 scholarships to Jacksonville’s young singers, and this is due largely to donors like you and your
support to JCC. It is with an overflowing heart, that I thank you all for your continued investment in our program.
With gratitude,

Darren Dailey
President & Artistic Director
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
David DeCamp, Chair
Susana Cruz, Vice Chair
Beth Shelly, Secretary
Pamela F. Smith, Treasurer
Susana Cruz
Yvonne McClain Gomes
Amanda Hegeman
Allison Hollander
Kim Rowland
Jesse Shimp
Heather Solanka
Cynthia Celmer Tomassetti

A CULTURAL INFLUENCE THROUGH MUSIC
A Singer’s Perspective On The JCC

My time in JCC has had a profound
effect on my growth as a person and a
musician. JCC has taught me the values
of hard work, collaboration, discipline,
professionalism, and an appreciation for
global culture. The JCC has also been the
ADVISORY BOARD:
source of some of my closest friendships
Richard Hadden, Chair
and provided me with role models to
Jackie Cornelius
look up to. JCC has been like a family and
Dane Gray
Marsha Oliver
has always supported me. My musical
Craig Smith
skills have grown significantly with JCC
Amanda Warford Videll
preparing me for any musical endeavors
I may take on in college or later in life.
Further than simply musical skill, JCC has exposed me to a wide variety of music. Different languages, styles,
time periods, and composers are all parts of our repertoire. Travelling with the choir has given me unique
opportunities to experience first-hand the different cultures we look at in our music as well as share the music
we cultivate. I have been able to see cultural icons, artwork, experience a wide variety of languages, and eat
cultural foods. The experience, skills, and relationships I’ve gained from traveling and singing in the choir are
irreplaceable and have been such a core part of who I am today.

Sarah B.
Touring Choir Singer

LIFE IN THE CHORUS

Sarah with her family in
Verona, Italy

A Parent’s Perspective On The JCC
Sarah’s chorus life began in third grade in the JCC Training Choir;
eight years later she is in the Touring Choir and travelling the world.
We expected Sarah to learn a lot about music, choreography, and
performance from the Chorus. What we didn’t realize was how much
she would learn about leadership, confidence, and discipline. We also
didn’t realize what a lifeline the Chorus would be for her during her toughest times. It
doesn’t matter how bad her day has been, she always comes home from rehearsal with a smile and a story.
During the pandemic, the opportunity to sing, even remotely, was pivotal for her sense of connection and her
mental health. It’s an indescribable experience seeing your child tackle difficult music pieces, embrace solo parts
with confidence, and develop lifelong friendships with her fellow singers. Our family traditions now include
Chorus events like the Cool Side of Yuletide, and Martin Luther King, Jr. “Lift Ev’ry Voice & Sing” Concerts, and
summer tours. Eight years ago, Sarah was a girl who enjoyed singing. Now, she is a young woman thinking
about studying vocal performance in college, all thanks to the JCC.

Elizabeth Bernardo
Mother of Sarah
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ARTISTIC STAFF:

THE WORTHIEST OF ALL CAUSES

Darren Dailey
President & Artistic Director

A Staff Member’s Perspective On The JCC

Katherine “KT” Boling
Choreographer
Susanne Dailey
Primary & Training
Choir Conductor

I’ve been blessed to be involved with the JCC since its beginning.
I helped the Founding Director, Jim Taylor as a volunteer and
did the same when Twila Miller took over. When she left,
the JCC Board asked me to help lead a choir while they
conducted a nationwide search for a new artistic director. It
was a fun year, and I learned a lot!

Marissa Dickerson
Virtual Preschool Instructor
Virginia Barnett Dickert
Training Choir Conductor

In 2006, the Board brought on Darren Dailey from the Boston
Children’s Chorus. I’ll never forget how he watched me conduct a
rehearsal. I was so nervous! But he put me at ease when he asked me
to stay and continue as a conductor, and I did whatever I could to help the Chorus
grow throughout our large city.

Sachiko Frampton
Collaborative Pianist
Roseanna George
Assistant Choreographer
Faith Powell
Vocal Exploration Instructor &
Training Choir Conductor

It’s been amazing to watch the Chorus grow from 16 original singers to well over
350 today. Mr. Dailey ingeniously kept it going during the pandemic! While choruses
across the country shut down, Jacksonville Children’s Chorus has never missed a
beat. This is the sign of an organization that is healthy, viable, and strong.

Jessye Russom
First Steps In Music Instructor

My husband and I have made the
financial commitment to support
the Chorus every year. When you
witness first-hand how singing in
the Chorus has changed the lives
of young people, it will move
you to give as well! I encourage
you to visit the JCC website and
take a moment to listen to their
recordings. Our world is going
through some tough times right
now. The sound of children singing is perhaps the purest sound on earth. Every
child deserves a chance to shine on stage and your monetary gift to the Chorus will
help ensure that continues to happen. I encourage you to support this worthiest of
all causes...the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus!

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF:
Katherine “KT” Boling
Business Manager &
Development Officer
Bianca Enriquez
Development Associate
Jordan Goronal
Recruitment &
Marketing Coordinator
Joyanne Goronal
Accounting & Executive Assistant
Dorothy Leitch
Program Manager
Silas Lewis
Interim Program Assistant

Virginia Barnett Dickert
Training Choir Conductor

Virginia presented with the SING Award in 2021
by President & Artistic Director Darren Dailey
The SING Award is given periodically to an individual whose support of the
Jacksonville Children’s Chorus has been especially significant and generous. The
recipient is selected by the President and Artistic Director of The Jacksonville
Children’s Chorus in consultation with staff and/or Board members.
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DID YOU KNOW?
A sweet sound is returning to downtown Jacksonville.
We are thrilled to announce that the JCC will return to its roots in
downtown Jacksonville. Most of you are aware that our current location
was only a temporary stop until we could find the ideal long-term home.
We have been eagerly awaiting our own space to call home, and we
have found it! Even more exciting, the building is being designed and
constructed to perfectly fit the needs of our staff and singers.
Located in the heart of the city, on the first floor of the new VyStar
parking garage building, we anticipate seeing a rise in our impact on the
community. This central location will attract even more new audience
members, singers, and donors. Not to mention that this is the epicenter
of Jax art and culture: there is no better place for us!
We expect to be set up and ready to go in our new home by the start of
2023. With the help of VyStar’s construction partners, the space will be built
with a floor plan specifically designed to support JCC operations, rehearsals,
and unique activities such as concerts and fundraisers. As you can imagine
the JCC is over the moon about this next big move! Again, we want to thank
you all for your continued support of our program. It is because of you, and
community partners like VyStar, that we are able to continue enhancing the
kids’ experience.

We are excited to welcome the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus to this space and
look forward to the additional energy and creativity they will bring downtown,

- VYSTAR PRESIDENT/CEO BRIAN WOLFBURG

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

Laura L. Pattillo Norquist
Charitable Foundation
Antonia & Ronald
Porterfield
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John E. Anderson
Kathy & Tom
Van Osdol

BRAVO! - FALL 2022 ISSUE

Donna & Jim Bailey
Amanda & John
Hegeman

JoAnn Tredennick
& Jack Meeks

Carole Crocker

Tionna & William

Monica Jacoby

Hatchett

David A. Stein
Charitable Trust

Delores & J. Wayne
Weaver

Henry and Lucy
Sharon & John C.
Gooding Endowment
Myers, III

J. Henson
Markham

Vivian Moreland

Towe Family
Foundation

Heather Solanka

THE BENEFIT OF JCC’S WORK
A Donor’s Perspective On The JCC

The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus (JCC) has impacted lives in our community for
more than a generation. Children have flourished from receiving exceptional
education and mentorship, parents have felt the pride of watching their
children reach their full potential, and our community has come together
to enjoy wonderful performances.
In one way or another, we have all benefited from JCC’s important work
because we have been able to experience joy. Those two words are
commonly used to describe JCC and they capture why the award-winning
organization is so meaningful. JCC offers us a reminder to pause and reflect
on the wonder around us. It reminds us to experience joy through the power
of music, and that is something that we should all remember to appreciate.
That’s why VyStar Credit Union is so proud to welcome JCC to its new home in our Forsyth Street
Parking Garage in downtown Jacksonville. In January, the heart of our city will be enriched by this
one-of-a-kind organization that has been making Northeast Florida proud since 1995. Our credit
union is committed to being a strong community leader that gives back to the places we call home,
and one of our most significant responsibilities is supporting youth in the communities we serve.
After all, today’s children will go on to become tomorrow’s leaders.
VyStar is passionate about being a catalyst for the development and revitalization of downtown
Jacksonville. Between rehearsals, concerts, fundraisers and community events, JCC will bring
thousands of visitors to the heart of downtown in 2023. VyStar is also working hard to bring more
tenants to the available space in the new parking garage, which will add even more energy and
enthusiasm to the landscape.
Since we moved our headquarters to the VyStar Tower, we have invested a significant amount of
time and resources into supporting the arts. That’s evident through events like the Jax River Jams
series and our work with many local organizations, setting us up for this important milestone of
connecting JCC to the area we’ve been working so hard to cultivate.
We hope you will consider joining us in support of JCC, whether that means attending a concert,
encouraging a child to join the program or donating online at jaxchildrenschorus.org. Like joy, the
future of the children who participate in the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus is limitless. And at VyStar,
we are thrilled to see what they accomplish.
Sincerely,

Brian E Wolfburg

President/CEO
VyStar Credit Union

JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS

5

UPCOMING EVENTS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2022
PROVIDENCE SCHOOL OF
JACKSONVILLE | 9:00AM
Choral concerts
for school groups,
grades 3-8. These
performance
demonstrations will
introduce students to the voices and musicians of choirs, as
well as musical concepts and curated selections from the
choral repertoire that connect to educational themes

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022
HENDRICKS AVENUE BAPTIST
CHURCH | 2:00PM
Come out and enjoy
various holiday favorites
and sing-alongs
performed by the
Jacksonville Children’s
Chorus, Voices of
Jacksonville, and a special
guest performer.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2023
HENDRICKS AVENUE BAPTIST
CHURCH | 2:00PM
An annual celebration
of Black History Month
and Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. featuring all
JCC performance choirs
with special guest choir,
Hampton University
Concert Choir.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023
UNF LAZZARA PERFORMANCE
HALL | 6:30PM
Partnering with All About
Ballroom Dance Studio,
local celebrities are
partnered with professional
ballroom instructors
to learn to dance, and
compete to be named River City’s favorite dancer. Visit
rivercitydwts.com for more information.

FOR FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND TICKET INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG.

WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG

904.353.1636

JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS
10131 ATLANTIC BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

